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ENGLISH 498: Honors Seminar 
 

ENGLISH 498 | Fall 2019 | T/R 1:15-2:40 | Library North 2207 
 

Professor: Jessie Reeder (she/her) 
jreeder@binghamton.edu 

Office Hours: LNG36, Weds 9:30-11:30am 
(or by appointment) 

 

 
 
Description & Learning Objectives 
 
Welcome to the Honors Thesis Program in the English Department. You are about 
to embark on a yearlong independent writing project that allows you to pursue an 
individual interest. This is, I imagine, both exciting and daunting. The goal of this 
seminar is to increase your excitement and lower your anxiety by arming you with 
the skills and confidence to tackle this project. 
 
We will do this in two interrelated ways: 1.) We will read fiction, poetry, and literary 
criticism in order to think about all the ways you might approach writing a thesis. 2.) 
We will directly discuss and practice the research and writing skills necessary for the 
task. 
 
By the end of the semester you will have a detailed thesis proposal, an annotated 
bibliography, and a faculty adviser. In other words, you will be well on your way to 
a productive spring semester of thesis writing. 
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Required Texts 
 
Jane Eyre by Charlotte Brontë (Norton) 
The Purloined Poe (Hopkins) 
The Craft of Research 4th edition (Chicago) 
 
All other readings will be available on MyCourses. Budget for printing. 

 
Assignments 
 
15% Participation (and attendance) 
15% Worksheets 
20%  Essay 
15% Annotated Bibliography 
10% Literature Review 
25% Thesis Proposal 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Participation: I will work hard to create a classroom in which you feel comfortable sharing 
your opinion. Please help me build a community and a safe space by getting to know 
your classmates, sharing your thoughts, and treating everyone with respect. 
 
Attendance is mandatory. You may miss one class, no questions asked, without penalty. If 
you have further absences that are not excused with documentation, your participation 
grade will fall 10 points each time. 
 
Worksheets: You will work often in this class. Writing a thesis is a marathon, not a sprint, and 
you must develop the habit of working a little bit all the time. You cannot write a thesis in 
one big burst in April (don’t try!), so we will model good habits in this class by doing lots of 
frequent small assignments. You have worksheets due regularly; these will not be 
accepted late. 
 
Essay: Halfway through the semester you will write an 8-page essay on some of the 
literature we’ve read. This will be a chance to practice developing an original idea in 
conversation with research. 
 
Annotated Bibliography, Literature Review, Thesis Proposal: Once you begin developing 
your thesis project in more detail, you will begin to plan it. This is an interlinked series of 
assignments through which you will design a feasible project, plan its contents, ensure its 
originality, and collect your source material. 
 
***Note to creative writers: This class necessarily has a heavy emphasis on research. Not to 
fear. I both: a.) believe you will benefit from this (truly), and b.) will work with you to make 
sure all assignments are as useful to your thesis preparations as possible. 

D C- C C+ B- B B+ A- A 

60-70 70-73 73-77 77-80 80-83 83-87 87-90 90-93 93-100 
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Policies & Expectations 
 

1. Workload. This is a 4-credit course, which means that in addition to our shared 
class time, students are expected to do at least 9.5 hours of course-related work 
every week. Some weeks may be busier than others; such is life. Additionally, you 
are expected to work on multiple kinds of assignments at the same time, and to 
work independently on your own project while completing shared work for class. 
You must be self-motivated and good with time management. 
 

2. Preparation. You will perform better—and more importantly, learn far more—if 
you are prepared for class. This means doing the reading attentively and 
thoughtfully and being ready to discuss it. 

 
3. Texts. I highly encourage you to purchase the specific versions of each text I 

have made available in the bookstore. You are entitled to use alternate editions, 
but I will not use class time to help everyone find the right place in an alternate 
text, nor should you distract classmates by asking them to help you find the 
place. If you have the common edition, you will be more in sync with us and 
class will run more smoothly.  

 
4. Extensions and Late Work. Worksheets will not be accepted late. Major 

assignments will lose 5 points every calendar day they are late. In the case of 
emergencies, extensions may be granted on a case-by-case basis at my 
discretion. Ask in advance. Extracurricular commitments, social activities, and 
work for other courses will not be considered grounds for an extension. 

 
5. Grading: If you are ever confused or concerned about how you are performing 

in the class, I will be happy to discuss your progress. But you must schedule an 
appointment with me; I will not discuss grades before or after class or via email. 

 
6. Plagiarism. In the university, as in life, you will face severe consequences if you 

use the words or ideas of someone else without proper citation. This includes, but 
is not limited to: submitting work that someone else wrote; presenting the ideas of 
any source (including online guides like Sparknotes, Shmoop, Gradesaver, or 
Wikipedia) as though they are your own; using the direct words of any source 
without quotation marks or proper paraphrase; failing to provide citation for any 
source used; re-using work you submitted for another class. This goes for any work 
you submit, whether essays or short assignments. Please consult the Binghamton 
Academic Honesty Code (or me) if you have any questions about what 
constitutes plagiarism. Any instance of misconduct will be punished according to 
university policy and may threaten your standing as a student. Most students 
who plagiarize have good intentions but succumb to deadline pressure. It is 
always better to take a late penalty than to submit plagiarized work. 

 
7. Disabilities. Students with disabilities should be in contact with Binghamton 

University’s Services for Students with Disabilities. Any student with a documented 
disability seeking accommodations should also speak with me during the first two 
weeks of class. All discussions will remain as confidential as possible.  
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Resources 
 

Me. Feel free to email me, but I would much rather see you in person! Come to 
my office hours! Or make an appointment! I will be happy to help you with 
writing, brainstorming, and anything else I can, related to the course or beyond. 
My office is a safe space for all students. 

 
Each other. Even more so than other classes, you should depend on each other. 
You are going through an intense, unique experience as thesis writers, and I 
highly encourage you to build a community. Get to know each other in and out 
of class. Form email / text / social media connections. Writing a thesis can be a 
bit of a lonely experience, and it will be a great help to you throughout the year 
to have friends you can write with, talk to, or ask for advice.  

  
The Writing Center. This is a tremendous resource. Despite misconceptions, it is 
NOT a remedial service. It is simply a FREE SERVICE through which you can get 
another pair of experienced eyes on your writing. Yep, that’s it. No catch. 
Consultants will help you brainstorm, organize, and clarify your ideas. Find out 
more or make an appointment online: 
https://www.binghamton.edu/writing/writing-center/. 

 
 Other: 
 

• Dean of Students Office: 607-777-2804, dos@binghamton.edu or stop by UUW-
205 

• University Counseling Center: 607-777-2772 (24 hours) or stop by OO-264 
• SEEK: (Support, Empathy, Empowerment, Kindness) student-run service to talk 

through problems: 607-777-4357 (8-11 pm daily during Fall and Spring Semesters) 
• Interpersonal Violence Prevention: 607-777-3062 or stop by UUW-205 (for hours: 

https://www.binghamton.edu/ivp/ 
• Title IX and Sexual Assault/Harassment Resources (counseling and reporting): 

https://www.binghamton.edu/rmac/title-ix/resource_offices.html 
• Broome County Crisis and Stress Management Services: 

http://www.gobroomecounty.com/files/2015BC%20COUNSELING%20061014.pdf 
• Campus Food Pantry: Nelson A Rockefeller Center (RC) 168, stop by and bring 

BU ID (Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.), 
https://www.binghamton.edu/dean-of-students/programs-services/pantry.html 

• Broome County Services for Food Insecurity:  
http://www.gobroomecounty.com/files/BC%20FOOD%20103015_0.pdf 

• Student Emergency Fund: https://www.binghamton.edu/case-
management/support/emergencies.html#sef 

• Binghamton University Student Loan Program (Small/ Short Term): 
https://www.binghamton.edu/operations/policies/office-of-the-provost/student-
loan-program.html 
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Course Calendar 
 

Date Topic Reading Due Assignment Due 

R 8/22 Welcome & 
Project Share 

--- Summer Worksheet 

T 8/27 Fiction Jane Eyre (Ch. 1-10) --- 
R 8/29 Fiction Jane Eyre (Ch. 11-17) --- 

T 9/3 Fiction Jane Eyre (Ch. 18-27) --- 
R 9/5 Fiction // 

W: Questions 
Jane Eyre (Ch. 28-end) Fiction Worksheet 

T 9/10 Criticism Gilbert & Gubar: “Plain Jane’s 
Progress” 

Project Worksheet 
A.B,C 

R 9/12 Criticism Spivak: “Three Women’s Texts” Criticism Worksheet 

T 9/17 Criticism // 
W: Questions 

Freedgood: “Souvenirs of 
Sadism”  
Craft: Chapters 3 & 4 

Criticism Worksheet 

R 9/19 Poetry Tennyson, In Memoriam AHH Poetry Worksheet 

T 9/24 Criticism Cole: “The Recovery of 
Friendship” 

Criticism Worksheet 

R 9/26 Criticism Garofalo: “Victorian Lyric in the 
Anthropocene” 

Criticism Worksheet 

T 10/1 NO CLASS (Rosh Hashanah) --- 
R 10/3 Project Share --- Faculty Report + 

Project Worksheet 
A,B,C,D,E 

T 10/8 W: Argument Craft: Chapter 12 & 13 --- 
R 10/10 W: Using Sources Craft: Chapter 14 --- 

T 10/15 LIBRARY DAY --- Essay  
R 10/17 NO CLASS (Professor Traveling) --- 

T 10/22 W: Research Craft: Chapter 6  
R 10/24 Fiction // 

W: Close Reading 
“The Purloined Letter” (in 
Purloined 

“TPL” Worksheet 

T 10/29 Criticism Chambers essay in Purloined Criticism Worksheet 
(group 1) 

R 10/31 Criticism Peraldi essay in Purloined Criticism Worksheet 
(group 2) 

T 11/5 W: Planning Sample Theses (Critical)  
R 11/7 W: Planning Sample Theses (Creative) --- 
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T 11/12 Project Share --- Annotated 
Bibliography 

R 11/14 W: Proposals Sample Proposals Project Worksheet 
A,B,C,D,E,F,G 

T 11/19 W: Literature 
Reviews 

TBD --- 

R 11/21 W: Positioning Craft: Chapters 7 & 8 --- 

T 11/26 In-class work 
time, questions 

--- Project Worksheet 
complete 

R 11/28 NO CLASS (Thanksgiving) --- 

T 12/3 In-class work 
time, questions 

--- Literature Review 

R 12/5 Project Share --- --- 

R 12/12 (Not a class day) Thesis Proposal 
 


