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The End of the World: 
Apocalypse and Nineteenth-Century British Literature 

 
 

ENGLISH 360-A | Fall 2019 | T/R 10:05-11:30 | Library North 2447 
 
 
Professor: Jessie Reeder (she/her) 
jreeder@binghamton.edu 
Office Hours: LNG36, Weds 9:30-11:30am  
(or by appointment) 
 
TA: Jane Li 
mli189@binghamton.edu 
Office Hours: Jazzman’s in Library Tower, 
Thursdays 12-2 
 
 

Course Description 
 
The nineteenth century saw some of the 
most remarkable transformations in world 
history, especially in Britain. From the 
industrial revolution, to the forcible 
colonization of half the world, to radical 
re-thinkings of gender and sexuality, to 
new knowledge about evolution and 
natural history, to global war, just about 
every familiar facet of human life was 
shaken up. In various ways, each of these 
changes prompted people to think that the world as they knew it might be coming to an 
end. In this course, we’ll read some of the strangest and most interesting literature to come 
out of this turbulent period—the literature of apocalypse. Sometimes literal, sometimes 
figurative, but always political, these poems, essays, short stories and novels all grapple with 
the stakes of world-ending. Along the way we will search for answers to several interrelated 
questions: Why does the world end, and for whom? What was the world in the first place, 
and what happens after it’s gone? Do nineteenth-century visions of apocalypse still 
resonate today? What kinds of poems and stories are capable of reckoning with the end 
of the world? And what purpose does literature serve in the face of apocalypse? 
 
This is an advanced literature class, so I expect you to read critically and be fully engaged. 
You must keep up with the reading, contribute to class, and work actively toward your own 
growth as a reader and writer.  
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Learning Objectives 
 
Students who engage proactively and consistently with the course can expect to: 
 

• Gain a robust understanding of some genres, forms, and styles of nineteenth-century 
literature. 

• Learn about the social, historical, and economic contexts that shaped these texts, 
their authors, their reception, and their afterlives. 

• Become familiar with concepts from philosophy and cultural studies that help 
explain theories of time, technology, disaster, and other related ideas. 

• Make connections between the ideas and institutions of the nineteenth century and 
our own emergencies in the twenty-first century. 

• Practice and hone the skills of interpretation and writing. 
• Develop increased comfort sharing ideas with classmates. 

 
 

Required Texts 
 
The Last Man by Mary Shelley (Oxford) 
She by H. Rider Haggard (Oxford) 
The Purple Cloud by M.P. Shiel (Penguin) 
 
All other readings will be available on MyCourses. Budget for printing. 
 
 

Assignments 
 
20% Attendance 
20% Participation 
20% 3 Response Papers 
20%  Essay 
20%  Final Project 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Attendance: You may miss class twice, for any reason, with no penalty. Beginning with your 
third absence, missed classes will result in 10 lost points from your attendance grade 
(equivalent to 2 points from your final grade). Absences may be excused for university-
sponsored sports/travel, religious observance, or documented illness/emergency. In these 
cases, please contact me ASAP. 
 

If you do miss class, no matter what the reason, it is your responsibility to find out what you 
missed. I will not provide summaries of missed class content (for this you should seek a 
classmate’s help), but if you reach out and ask me, I will do my best to remember any 
important announcements I covered. 

D C- C C+ B- B B+ A- A 

60-70 70-73 73-77 77-80 80-83 83-87 87-90 90-93 93-100 
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Participation: Everyone starts the class with a 75% participation score. It will go down if you: 
show up late or leave early, fail to have your text in front of you every day, use your cell 
phone or browse the internet during class, or show disrespect toward others and their 
opinions. 

 

Your grade will go up if you actively contribute to the class. Contribution may take many 
forms, including: participating in class discussion, taking good notes that your classmates 
can use, live-tweeting your reading of a text, submitting a discussion question before class 
starts, and/or designing your own contribution activity that you clear with me. You will 
submit a short report at the end of each week describing your contributions to class. 
 
Response Papers: These are 2-page (if double spaced) mini-essays expressing your 
thoughts on some of the readings we’ve done so far. The goal is not to produce highly 
polished, formal writing but rather to develop unique and interesting ideas. These will be 
much easier to write—and to perform well on—if you keep up with the reading. Specific 
prompts will be given in advance. Response papers will be graded on a scale of 1-10 and 
will be counted late one minute after they are due. 
 
Essay: An 8-page analysis of one text from our class. You will be asked to make a 
connection between your chosen text and an emergency we face in the twenty-first 
century. You must use at least two sources. A more detailed assignment sheet will be 
distributed. 
 
Final Project: For your final project, you will choose one text from our class and re-mediate it 
into twenty-first century form. You might choose to turn it into a webcomic, a series of 
memes, a group text conversation, a Twitter thread, a vlog, a web article + comments, or 
something else you come up with. This will involve assessing the original text’s tone, style, 
themes, etc. and preserving those aspects while putting the text into a totally new form. A 
more detailed assignment sheet will be distributed. 
 
 

Policies & Expectations 
 

1. Workload. This is a 4-credit course, which means that in addition to our shared 
class time, students are expected to do at least 9.5 hours of course-related work 
every week. This includes: completing assigned readings, preparing written work, 
and other assigned tasks. Some weeks may be busier than others; such is life. 
 

2. Preparation. You will perform better—and more importantly, learn far more—if 
you are prepared for class. This means doing the reading attentively and 
thoughtfully and being ready to discuss it. 

 
3. Texts. I highly encourage you to purchase the specific versions of each text I have 

made available in the bookstore. You are entitled to use alternate editions. But 
we will spend a lot of time analyzing passages, and you need to be able to find 
them quickly in order to participate. I will not use class time to help everyone find 
the right place in an alternate text, nor should you distract classmates by asking 
them to help you find the place. If you have the common edition, you will be 
more in sync with us and class will run more smoothly.  



4 

 
4. Extensions and Late Work. Assignments will lose points (.5 for a response paper, 5 

for a larger assignment) every calendar day they are late. In the case of 
emergencies, extensions may be granted on a case-by-case basis at my 
discretion. Ask in advance. Extracurricular commitments, social activities, and 
work for other courses will not be considered grounds for an extension. 

 
5. Grading: This class has a TA (Jane) who will be grading all of your work. If you are 

ever confused or concerned about how you are performing in the class, I will be 
happy to discuss your progress, with two caveats: 1.) You must talk to Jane first, to 
get a full understanding of why you received the score you did, and 2.) You must 
schedule an appointment with me; I will not discuss grades before or after class or 
via email. 

 
6. Plagiarism. In the university, as in life, you will face severe consequences if you use 

the words or ideas of someone else without proper citation. This includes, but is 
not limited to: submitting work that someone else wrote; presenting the ideas of 
any source (including online guides like Sparknotes, Shmoop, Gradesaver, or 
Wikipedia) as though they are your own; using the direct words of any source 
without quotation marks or proper paraphrase; failing to provide citation for any 
source used; re-using work you submitted for another class. This goes for any work 
you submit, whether essays or short assignments. Please consult the Binghamton 
Academic Honesty Code (or me) if you have any questions about what 
constitutes plagiarism. Any instance of academic misconduct will be punished 
according to university policy and may threaten your standing as a student. Most 
students who plagiarize have good intentions but succumb to deadline pressure. 
It is always better to take a late penalty than to submit plagiarized work. 

 
7. Disabilities. Students with disabilities should be in contact with Binghamton 

University’s Services for Students with Disabilities. Any student with a documented 
disability seeking accommodations should also speak with me during the first two 
weeks of class. All discussions will remain as confidential as possible.  

 
 

Resources 
 

Me. Feel free to email me, but: 1.) Check the syllabus carefully before asking 
basic course information. 2.) I will respond to email within 24 hours. I may respond 
sooner but cannot guarantee this, so do not expect last-minute replies. 3.) I won’t 
discuss your writing or your grades over email. A far better way to communicate 
with me is by coming to office hours or scheduling an appointment. I will be 
happy to help you with writing, brainstorming, and anything related to the course 
and beyond. My office is a safe space for all students. 

 
Your TA. Your TA will grade your work, so they are a great person to talk to about 
assignments and your ideas for them. 

 
Each other. Your classmates are an ideal audience to test ideas. I encourage you 
to make writing and reading groups. 
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The Writing Center. This is a tremendous resource that you would do well to take 
advantage of throughout college. Consultants will help you brainstorm, organize, 
and clarify your ideas for written or oral assignments.  Find out more or make an 
appointment online: https://www.binghamton.edu/writing/writing-center/. 

 
 Other: 
 

• Dean of Students Office: 607-777-2804, dos@binghamton.edu or stop by UUW-205 
• University Counseling Center: 607-777-2772 (24 hours) or stop by OO-264 
• SEEK: (Support, Empathy, Empowerment, Kindness) student-run service to talk 

through problems: 607-777-4357 (8-11 pm daily during Fall and Spring Semesters) 
• Interpersonal Violence Prevention: 607-777-3062 or stop by UUW-205 (for hours: 

https://www.binghamton.edu/ivp/ 
• Title IX and Sexual Assault/Harassment Resources (counseling and reporting): 

https://www.binghamton.edu/rmac/title-ix/resource_offices.html 
• Broome County Crisis and Stress Management Services: 

http://www.gobroomecounty.com/files/2015BC%20COUNSELING%20061014.pdf 
• Campus Food Pantry: Nelson A Rockefeller Center (RC) 168, stop by and bring BU 

ID (Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.), 
https://www.binghamton.edu/dean-of-students/programs-services/pantry.html 

• Broome County Services for Food Insecurity:  
http://www.gobroomecounty.com/files/BC%20FOOD%20103015_0.pdf 

• Student Emergency Fund: https://www.binghamton.edu/case-
management/support/emergencies.html#sef 

• Binghamton University Student Loan Program (Small/ Short Term): 
https://www.binghamton.edu/operations/policies/office-of-the-provost/student-
loan-program.html 

 
 
 

Course Calendar 
 
 

Date Reading Due Assignment Due 

R 8/22 (In class: BYRON: “Darkness”)  

T 8/27 Bonneuil & Fressoz: “Welcome to the Anthropocene” 
Kolbert: “Prologue,” “Welcome to the Anthropocene” 

 

R 8/29 BURKE: Selections from Reflections on the Revolution 
WORDSWORTH: Selections from The Prelude 

 

T 9/3 SHELLEY: The Last Man (Beg.-Ch. 5) Response Paper 

R 9/5 SHELLEY: The Last Man (Chs. 6-11)  

T 9/10 SHELLEY: The Last Man (Chs. 12-16) 
PIERCE: “Anthropocene Pastoral” 

 

R 9/12 SHELLEY: The Last Man (Chs. 17-20)  
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T 9/17 SHELLEY: The Last Man (Chs. 21-25)  

R 9/19 SHELLEY: The Last Man (Chs. 26-end) 
P. SHELLEY: “Ozymandias” 

 

T 9/24 HOOD: “The Last Man” 
CAMPBELL: “The Last Man” 
ANONYMOUS: “The Last Man” 

Response Paper 

R 9/26 Washington: Selections from Romantic Revelations  

T 10/1 NO CLASS (Rosh Hashanah)  

R 10/3 MALTHUS: Selections from Principle of Population  
Kolbert: “The Mastodon’s Molars” 

 

T 10/8 FYFE: “How Will the World End?” 
BROWNING: “Love Among the Ruins” 

 

R 10/10 THOMSON: “The City of Dreadful Night” 
ARNOLD: “Dover Beach” 

 

T 10/15 WILDE: “Soul of Man Under Socialism” 
NORDAU: Selections from Degeneration 

 

R 10/17 NO CLASS (Professor Traveling)  

T 10/22 HAGGARD: She Essay 

R 10/24 HAGGARD: She  

T 10/29 HAGGARD: She  

R 10/31 Whyte: “Indigenous science (fiction) for the 
Anthropocene” 
Chakrabarty: “The Climate of History: Four Theses” 

 

T 11/5 WELLS: “The Star”  

R 11/7 FORSTER: “The Machine Stops” Final Project Proposal 

T 11/12 SHIEL: The Purple Cloud (pp.1-70)  

R 11/14 SHIEL: The Purple Cloud (pp.70-169)  
RUSKIN: “Storm-Cloud of the Nineteenth Century” 

 

T 11/19 SHIEL: The Purple Cloud (p.169-end) Response Paper 

R 11/21 KIPLING: “For All We Have and Are” 
ELIOT: “The Hollow Men” 

 

T 11/26 None! (In-class: The Last Man on Earth, episodes 1, 41)  

R 11/28 NO CLASS (Thanksgiving)  

T 12/3 YEATS: “The Second Coming”  

R 12/5 None! (Presentation of final projects) Final Project 

 


