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Although the Victorian age often calls to mind corsets, fox hunting, and aristocratic romance, the 
era had quite a dark side, from devilish figures like Dracula and Mr. Hyde to murderers, lunatics, 
ghosts, and exiles. In fact, some of our most enduring images of monstrosity come from 
the minds of nineteenth-century writers. While these tales were designed to thrill the reader, they 
also provide complicated insight into Victorian values. By questioning what made something or 
someone an “outsider,” our texts engage with some of the most pressing questions of 
their century. Gender spheres, class mobility, technological advancement, racial hierarchies, 
evolutionary theory, and the colonial frontier all shaped the way Victorians conceptualized 
the category of the human. These novels will help show what it meant to be human in the 
nineteenth century, and, perhaps, what it means to us today.  
 
This is a rigorous class focused on the complexity of Victorian literature, and I expect you to read 
critically and participate enthusiastically. I will present historical/critical context as well as some 
textual interpretation; this is your opportunity to practice critical listening. But I will also ask you 
to think through discussion questions, venture your own readings of the texts, debate with one 
another, and present your ideas to the class. These activities are designed for you to practice 
critical analysis and argumentation, which are the building blocks of English studies and a college 
education more broadly. You must keep up with the reading, participate in class, and be an eager 
participant in your own growth as a reader and writer. 
  



Learning Objectives 
 
 

This course is designed to improve your knowledge, critical thinking, and skills in specific areas. 
Students who engage proactively and consistently with the course can expect to: 
 

• Gain a robust understanding of the genres, forms, styles, and publication structures that 
characterized the novels of the Victorian period. 

• Learn about the social, historical, and economic contexts that shaped these novels, their 
authors, their reception, and their subsequent afterlives. 

• Become familiar with concepts from philosophy and cultural studies that help explain 
social conditions of community, nationhood, identity categories, and otherness. 

• Develop ideas and opinions about otherness and society. 
• Practice and hone close reading skills. 
• Practice and hone the skills necessary to write coherent, persuasive argumentative essays. 
• Develop increased comfort sharing ideas with classmates. 

 
       

Assignments 
 

Reading Quizzes  10% 
Participation   20% 
Presentation   10% 
Close Reading   10% 
Essay 1    20% 
Essay 2    25% 

 

Required Texts 
 
Jane Austen, Northanger Abbey (1817) 
Charlotte Brontë, Jane Eyre (1847) 
Wilkie Collins, The Woman in White (1860) 
George Eliot, Daniel Deronda (1876) 
R.L. Stevenson, Jekyll and Hyde (1886) 
H.R. Haggard, King Solomon’s Mines (1885) 
Bram Stoker, Dracula (1897)

 
 
 

Policies and Expectations 
 

 

1. Quizzes. You will do far better in this class—and learn far more—if you keep up with the 
reading. We all need a little motivation, and I’ll provide that in the form of daily quizzes. 
You should attend class even if you aren’t prepared; classes will cover crucial concepts. 
 

2. Attendance. I will not take attendance, but missing class will cause you to lose quiz and 
participation points. Over the course of the semester I will offer 110 possible quiz points, 
so missing one or two classes for minor illness, travel, etc. should not damage your 
grade. Please do not request your quiz to be excused in these cases—I’ve built in the 
extra points for this reason. But if you have to miss more than two classes for sports or 
serious illness, contact me asap about handling the missed quizzes. No matter what 
reason you miss class, it is your responsibility to get notes from a classmate. I will not 
provide summaries of missed class content, but if you reach out and ask, I will do my best 
to remember any important announcements I covered.  
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3. Participation and Class Etiquette. I expect you to be an active participant in our class. 
Education does not mean passively listening to and acquiring facts. It is a process of 
becoming fluent in new ideas and discovering your own thoughts and values. You cannot 
do this in silence—you must question, hypothesize, and argue. To receive full 
participation credit in this class you must consistently take part in our class discussions, 
be respectful of others’ opinions, and respond to your classmates’ ideas (rather than just 
waiting for your turn to talk). 

 

No laptops. The point of our class is not to transcribe what’s being said but to listen and 
participate.  

 

You must bring pen and paper for jotting down new ideas and participating in class 
activities. You must also bring the day’s reading to every class—failure to do so will 
affect your participation grade.   

 

Cell phone use in class is prohibited.  
 

You may not record audio or video in class without my prior approval. 
 

4. Texts. I highly encourage you to purchase the specific versions of each text I have made 
available in the bookstore. You are of course entitled to use alternate editions. But I will 
often ask you to turn to a particular passage in class, and you will be responsible for 
being able to participate in these discussions and for knowing which passages we have 
covered together. I will not use our class time to help everyone find the right place in an 
alternate text, nor should you distract classmates by asking them to help you find the 
place. If you have the common edition, you will be more in sync with us and class will run 
more smoothly.  

 
5. Extensions and Late Work. Quizzes will not be accepted late nor granted extensions. 

Essays and close readings will lose 5 points every calendar day they are late, but in the 
case of emergencies, extensions may be granted on a case-by-case basis. Ask in advance. 
Extracurricular commitments, social activities, and work for other courses will not be 
considered grounds for an extension.  

 
6. Accommodations. Students requiring accommodations (including but not limited to: 

audio recordings of class, extended time on assignments, large print materials, etc.) 
should be in contact with Binghamton University’s Services for Students with Disabilities, 
and I must have a document describing these accommodations within the first two 
weeks of class. I encourage every student to speak with me personally about how I can 
facilitate your learning, and these discussions will remain as confidential as possible.  

 
7. Plagiarism. In the university, as in life, you will face severe consequences if you use the 

words or ideas of someone else without proper citation. This includes, but is not limited 
to: submitting work that someone else wrote; presenting the ideas of any source 
(including online analysis guides such as sparknotes, shmoop, or gradesaver) as though 
they are your own; using the direct words of any source without quotation marks or 
proper paraphrase; re-using work from another course; failing to provide citation for any 
source used. This goes for all work you submit—quizzes, presentations, close readings, 
and essays. If you have any questions about what constitutes plagiarism, please consult 
the Binghamton Academic Honesty Code (or me). Any instance of academic misconduct 
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will be punished according to university policy and may threaten your standing as a 
student. Most students who plagiarize have good intentions but succumb to deadline 
pressure. It is always better to take a late penalty than to submit plagiarized work. 

 
8. Resources: 

 
a. Me. Feel free to email me whenever you need to, with a few caveats: 1.) Check 

the syllabus carefully before asking basic course information. 2.) I will respond to 
email within 24 hours. I may respond sooner but cannot guarantee this, so do not 
expect last-minute replies.  3.) I won’t read drafts, outlines, or thesis statements 
over email. However, if you come to office hours or schedule an appointment I 
will be happy to help you during your writing process. (Appointments must be 
requested via email.) My door is also open to talk with you about anything related 
to the course and beyond, and my office is a safe space for students of all 
religions, genders, sexual orientations, races, abilities, nationalities, and 
immigration statuses. I will keep anything you tell me confidential as long as 
doing so does not endanger anyone. 

b. Each other. Your classmates are an ideal audience to test ideas. I encourage you 
to seek each other out and make writing or peer review groups. 

c. The Writing Center. This is a tremendous resource that you would do well to take 
advantage of throughout college. Consultants will help you brainstorm, organize, 
and clarify your ideas for written or oral assignments.  Find out more or make an 
appointment online: https://www.binghamton.edu/writing/writing-center/. 

 
9. Grading: If you are ever confused or concerned about how you are performing in the 

class, I will be happy to discuss your progress with you. However, you must schedule an 
appointment with me for this; I will not discuss grades before or after class or over email. 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

  

D C- C C+ B- B B+ A- A 
60-70 70-73 73-77 77-80 80-83 83-87 87-90 90-93 93-100 
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Course Calendar 
 

 

Date Reading Due  
Always bring ALL of the day’s readings to class. 

Assignment  

R  8/24 None. Welcome!  

T  8/29 AUSTEN: Northanger Abbey (Volume 1)  

R  8/31 AUSTEN: Northanger Abbey (Volume 2)  

T  9/5 BRONTË: Jane Eyre (Ch. 1-10)  

R  9/7 BRONTË: Jane Eyre (Ch. 11-17)  

T  9/12 BRONTË: Jane Eyre (Ch. 18-26) * 

R  9/14 BRONTË: Jane Eyre (Ch. 27-33) CLOSE READING DUE 

T  9/19 
BRONTË: Jane Eyre (Ch. 34-end) 
 

Supplementary Reading (MyCourses) 
* 

R  9/21 NO CLASS: Rosh Hashanah  

T  9/26 COLLINS: The Woman in White (pp. 49-158)  

R  9/28 COLLINS: The Woman in White (pp. 159-264) * 

T  10/3 COLLINS: The Woman in White (pp. 265-353) * 

R  10/5 COLLINS: The Woman in White (pp. 353-479)  

T  10/10 COLLINS: The Woman in White (pp. 479-551) * 

R  10/12 
COLLINS: The Woman in White (pp. 551-end) 
 

Supplementary reading (MyCourses) 

 

T  10/17 NO CLASS: Fall Break  

R  10/19 ELIOT: Daniel Deronda (pp. 1-119) ESSAY 1 DUE 

T  10/24 ELIOT: Daniel Deronda (pp. 120-233) * 

R  10/26 ELIOT: Daniel Deronda (pp. 233-337)  

T  10/31 ELIOT: Daniel Deronda (pp. 338-460) * 

R  11/2 ELIOT: Daniel Deronda (pp. 460-575)  

T  11/7 ELIOT: Daniel Deronda (pp. 575-end) * 

R  11/9 STEVENSON: The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde   

T  11/14 HAGGARD: King Solomon’s Mines (Ch. I-VII) [[start p.39]] ESSAY 1 REVISION DUE 

R  11/16 HAGGARD: King Solomon’s Mines (Ch. VIII-XIV) * 
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* Presentation days 

T  11/21 
HAGGARD: King Solomon’s Mines (Ch. XV-end) 
 

Supplementary Reading (MyCourses) 
*  

R  11/23 NO CLASS: Thanksgiving  

T  11/28 STOKER: Dracula (Ch. I-XIII) ESSAY 2 PROPOSAL DUE 

R  11/30 STOKER: Dracula (Ch. IX-XIV) * 

T  12/5 STOKER: Dracula (Ch. XV-XXI) * 

R  12/7 
STOKER: Dracula (Ch. XXII-end) 
 

Last Day of Class: Evaluations and wrap-up 
 

T  12/12 NO CLASS: Paper Due ESSAY 2 DUE 


